THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

gods ; and this in very early times. The Chaldean
epic is supposed to date from about 2000 B.C.,1
but the events referred to had occurred long before.

Several of the religious customs mentioned in
the Chaldean poem, such as pilgrimages to the
shrines of deified ancestors, the temples being
sheltered in groves of cedar, and their being
decorated with the horns of animals killed in the
chase, exist to this day, amongst the worshippers
of the Sun and the serpent in the Himalaya.

Gilgames was at first an ordinary mortal, but
he appears to have become a god, and his mother
is called a goddess.2 He seems in fact to have
become a personification of the Sun-god. Pos-
sibly, like so many other Solar chiefs, Gilgames
assumed divine honours, as an incarnation of
that deity, upon attaining to sovereign power. A
tablet has been found containing prayers addressed
to him as a god.3

Khambaba also, the King of Elam who was
killed by Gilgames, seems to have been a personi-
fication of the Sun-god/

It may be noted that Gilgames, as represented
in Chaldean sculpture, with his broad and bearded

1  " Chaldean Account of Genesis," 178.

2  " Dawn of Civilization," 574.

3  " Chaldean Account of Genesis," 176, 179.
" Dawn of Civilization," 574, 575.

* " Chaldean Account of Genesis," 225.
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